
Pioneer Probate Packets and related 

records
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Where the records are located

• State Archives’ reading room

 161 O’Connell Street, Kingswood (known as the Western Sydney 

Records Centre) The 76+ kilometres of records making up the 

NSW State archives collection is housed here. 



Guides and finding aids

• Collection Search – State Archives website 

• Indexes 

• Supreme Court of NSW Probate Division - Index to probates 
granted in NSW between 1800 and 1985 on microfiche

• Online Index to miscellaneous early probate records, 1790-1875

• Online Index to Deceased Estate Files (Currently 1880 -1923)

• Online index to Intestate Estate Files (Currently 1823-1913)

• Archives in Brief 
• AIB No.29: Deceased Estate files

• AIB No. 53: Intestate Estate files

• AIB No. 84: Probate Packets



Notes on Probate Packet ‘series’

• The Supreme Court has divided the Probate Packets into five 

groupings, which they have called ‘series’. There is no definitive 

answer as to why these records were divided in this way. Possible 

reasons include: statutory change, agency or administrative change 

and sheer size of each ‘series’. 

• The five ‘series’ are as follows::

• Series 1- April 1817-May 1873

• Series 2- 1873-1876 

• Series 3- 1876-c.1890 

• Series 4- c.1890-1985 

• Series 5 - 1985 onwards 



Definitions

• Executor(s) are the people named in a will to administer the estate of the 
deceased. Generally involves: determining the assets belonging to the 
estate; paying any debts and distributing the estate to those entitled to it. 

• Estate - The real estate property and/or personal property of the deceased. 

• Grant of Probate - authority given by the Supreme Court to the 
executor(s) to deal with the deceased’s estate. Probate documents certify a 
will is valid. 

• Letters of administration - If there is no valid will or the executor(s) are 
unable to carry out their function, the Supreme issues letters of 
administration authorising a person(s) to act as executor. 

• Testate - A person who dies leaving a valid will has died testate. They are 
often referred to as the testator. 

• Intestate - A person who dies without leaving a valid will dies intestate. Without a valid will there 
is no named executor and the Supreme Court NSW issues a letter of administration.



Probate Packets – what makes them special

• There are Probate Packets for many people who died in NSW

• Listings of Probate packets are being progressively add to 

Collection Search)

• Probate packets are: 

o indexed (Tip: early probate records are also indexed)

o held by State Archives from 1817 to 1976,1989 (some) 

o open 5 years from date of granting probate

o available though the copying service, and 

o often contain more than the deceased’s will  

• There may be related records – such as Will books, Deceased 

Estate Files (1880-1956)



Probate records – key sources

• Early probate records  (incomplete)

o Miscellaneous probate papers, 1790–1814, Reel 391 (NRS 2665) 

o Register of wills proved and letters of administration granted, 1817-24, 
Reel 2658 (NRS 13725) 

o Case papers relating to the granting of probates and letters of 
administration, 1816–75 (NRS 13502)

• Probate packets, 1817-19 76,1989  (NRS 13660)

• Will books, 1800-1984 (NRS 13661) 

Tip: See Archives In Brief 84: Probate packets 



Probate Packets listed in Collection search 

• Transfers to State Archives
 ‘Series’ 1-3 and ‘series’ 4 up to  1976 , part of 1989 have been 

transferred to State Archives

 ‘Listing in Collection search
 ‘Series’ 1, 2, 3 and part of ‘series’ 4 

 World War I packets have now been entered 

 1890-1914, 1919-1928 yet to be entered in Collection search

TIP: Obtain number from Microfiche index if not in Collection 
search



Early Probate Packets 

Sources in The National Archives (United Kingdom)

• Prior to 1858 wills in the UK were proved in one of two ecclesiastical courts. These were the 

Prerogative Courts of Canterbury (PCC) and York (PCY) which roughly covered the geographic 

areas: Canterbury - South of England, Wales, York - York, Durham, Northumberland, 

Westmoreland, Cumberland, Lancashire, Cheshire, Nottinghamshire and the Isle of Man.

• There were three main factors determining in which court a will would be proved:

• Where the person died

• the value of the goods

• and how these goods were distributed geographically.

• Importantly for NSW researchers, if an owner of property in England or Wales died overseas, 

such as soldiers or sailors, the will was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC). All 

PCC wills are indexed and available online at The National Archives. Many relate to military 

personnel, but there are entries for people such as William Redfern and John Oxley who also 

appear in the NSW probate records.

• The Society of Australian Genealogists (02) 9247 3953 holds the UK's National Probate Index, 

1858-1943 on microfiche.
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http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/wills-1384-1858/
http://www.sag.org.au/


Locating early probate records

• Step 1 Check the online index to early probate records 

Tip: There are also copies of the index in the reading rooms.

• Step 2 Note the information provided in the index

Tip 1: The microfilm reels are available in the reading room

Tip 2: The item numbers will appear as [X953-54, 6/4185-97] . These 
records have not been filmed and are available at the Western 
Sydney Records Centre
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Samuel Johnson
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Locating Probate Packets not listed online

• Check Probate Index

Tip: The index is available in  our  reading room, SAG and many 

public libraries

• Write down probate number, series number and name of 

deceased

o Check item lists in the reading room 

• Request file at Western Sydney Records Centre

• You can:

− Pre-order the Probate Packet before your visit 

− Use the copy order service if you can’t visit Kingswood



Entry from the Probate index. 

Tip: Always note the ‘Series’ 

number. Also check residence
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List of abbreviations used in 

the Probate Index (1 of 2)



List of abbreviations used in 

the Probate Index (2 of 2)



What you may find in a probate packet

• Last will and testament and any codicils

• Letters of Administration (if the person died intestate or the 

executor(s) are unable to carry out their function and there was 

an application for Letters of Administration)

• Inventory of estate

• Affidavits of death or copy of the death certificate

• Affidavits sworn by the executor

• Orders relating to the filing of accounts

• Executor’s petition for probate

• A copy of summary cover sheet (Affidavit D)



William Redfern   series1-582
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William Redfern -codicil
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Will of Elizabeth Throsby

NRS 13660, Probate 

Packet 4-215



Codicil to the Will of 

Elizabeth Throsby

NRS 13660, Probate 

Packet 4-215



Elizabeth Warby
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Mary Ward 
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Will of Harry Ernst Tarran

NRS 16630, Probate Packet  4-93047 

Date of death: 12 December 1918



Will of Harry Ernst Tarran

NRS 16630, Probate Packet  4-93047 

Date of death: 12 December 1918



Probate research – final tips and reminders

• You can pre-order up to four records before visiting WSRR

o You need probate number and series number (and name of deceased)

• Retrieval times in the reading room at Western Sydney

o Probate packets are retrieved at certain times during the day

o Check retrieval times with reading room staff.

• If you can’t get to the reading room to view the Probate Packet in 

person you can order a copy through the copy service.



Research A-Z
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Will books (NRS 13661)

• Transcriptions  of original wills 

 ‘For about twenty years at the beginning of the twentieth century, the 

handwritten copies were compiled by members of the Australian cricket 

team. This was evidently because a senior officer of the Court was also 

Chairman of the Cricket Board, and arranged the work for the winter 

months.’ 

 Copies of ‘Series’ 1 (from No. 1793), ‘series’ 2 and 3 and up to 

‘series’ 4 No. 397200 (October 1952) 

• The Will Books are available on microfilm in our reading room 

(Reels 4043-4384) and on Findmypast.com.



Will Books- Elizabeth Newton Augusta Reddall 4-10031 Reel 4095
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Deceased estate files, 1880-1958

• 1880 system created

• 1920 Death Duties Branch of the Stamp Duties Office established

• 1981 Death duties abolished

• Files cover 1880-1958

Tip: See Archives In Brief 29 - Deceased estate files, 1880-1958 
for background information



Locating a Deceased Estate file: Step 1(A)

• Check the online index, 1880-1923. 



Locating a Deceased Estate file: Step 1(B)

• If you cannot locate a person in the online index there are other 

indexes to check up to 1958. These indexes are available on 

microfilm and are located in the reading room at Western Sydney 

and digitized on Ancestry.com

o The reels have been indexed and digitized on Ancesrty.com

o If you cannot visit but have found the file number use the 

Deceased Estate File Copy Service 



Locating a Deceased Estate file – Step 2

• After you have checked the online index or the indexes on microfilm 
and located the correct entry 

• Write down all the details including the name of deceased

• Check item lists in State Archives’ reading room
Tip: Check that you are using the item list for the corresponding index. 

• Request file at Western Sydney Records Centre



What you may find in a Deceased estate file?

• Summary cover sheet (Affidavit D)

Tip: Sometimes there may be a copy of this in the Probate Packet

• Correspondence, statutory declarations

• Copy of the will

• Valuations and schedules of real and personal property

• Calculations and statements of assessable duty
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Curator of Intestate Estates

• Trusteeship through the civil courts

• 1847  position of Curator of Intestate Estates established

• 1913 Public Trustee established

• Case papers 1821-1913

Tip: See Archives In Brief 53 - Curator of Intestate Estate Case papers



Case papers, 1821-1913

• Case papers 1821-1913, NRS 13538, [6/3481-910, 10/27478-
28006]

• The Case Papers may contain:

o Amounts of money owed by deceased and to be paid to creditors

o Petitions to Supreme Court re administration of estate

o Affidavits of death

o Personal correspondence



Researching the Case Papers

• Indexes to the Case Papers, 1821-1913

o NRS 13539, Index to Intestate Estate Case Papers, 1818-1914 

(microfilm reels 40-41)

o The online Index to Intestate Estate Case Papers currently covers 1823-

1913

• Note year and case number

• Check the item list in the reading room for the container number

• Request file at WSRR



62



63





Visiting us

Western Sydney Reading Room

161 O’Connell Street 

KINGSWOOD  NSW 2747

Telephone (02) 9673 1788 (switch)


